
“Gifted for Good”
1 Corinthians 12:1-11

All believers are led by the Holy Spirit to truly believe that Jesus is Lord (1-3)
The foundation of the spiritual life is true belief in who Jesus truly is. Paul wants to make sure 

that the believers in Corinth know the truth about the true spiritual life or spiritual things in life. This is 
important because before coming to faith in Jesus Christ, these Gentile believers in Corinth all 
worshiped the pagan gods of the Roman empire. Their experience of the spiritual life was tied to 
worshiping idols that aren’t real and that don’t even talk. Paul makes it clear that the true spiritual life 
is only connected to true faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. His argument is simple. Those who curse 
Jesus are not speaking and acting in the Spirit of God. This would include the Jews in Corinth who 
rejected Jesus as the Messiah. On the other hand, those who acknowledge Jesus as Lord — in true 
belief and not just empty words — can only do so in the Holy Spirit. There is no true belief apart from 
truly believing that Jesus is Lord, and there is no true belief in Jesus as Lord apart from the true work 
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those who believe. This is the foundation of spiritual living and 
understanding spiritual things in life.
1. What does it mean that Jesus Lord? How would you explain that to someone so that they would 

understand what that confession means in the life of a follower of Jesus?
2. Read Romans 10:9-10. What does Paul connect a saving confession in Jesus as Lord to in these 

verses? Based on this passage in Romans, what is the implication for what Paul is talking about 
when he talks about making a confession that Jesus is Lord in 1 Corinthians 12:3?

3. If no-one can truly confess that Jesus is Lord “except in the Holy Spirit,” what does this mean?
4. Read John 6:44 and John 16:7-11. In this two passages, how do the words of Jesus help us 

understand what it means to make a true confession of faith in the Holy Spirit?

All believers are empowered by the Holy Spirit for service for the common good (4-7)
Paul then shifts his attention to the general way that God empowers His people — the church 

— to do His work. God gifts His people with talents and abilities so that they can perform certain 
services in His Kingdom, participating in all types of activities that are all a part of His work in this 
world. The beautiful thing in these verses is the emphasis that all of this is the work of the one and 
only God. He is the one who gifts His people. He is the one who calls them into service. He is the one 
who gives them activities to do in His Kingdom. God is the one who empowers it all! The question is 
“why?” The answer to this question is provided in 1 Cor. 12:7. God does all of these things in the lives 
of believers so that the Holy Spirit would be manifest in their lives and so that His work would be 
accomplished for the good of His people. This is still God’s desire for His people today. All believers 
are gifted for service in the various activities of God’s Kingdom for the common good and for His 
glory!
1. What is the function of evangelists, pastors and teachers in the church?



2. Read Ephesians 4:11-14. What does this passage say about the primary purpose of evangelists, 
pastors and teachers in the church? What does this passage say about who is involved in the 
work of ministry in the church?

3. Read Ephesians 4:12 again. How does this verse describe the church? What does this mean in a 
practical way for the identify of our faith family?

4. Read 1 Corinthians 12:7, and discuss how this verse connects to the passage in Ephesians.
5. Take a minute to pray for our faith family. Pray that we would function as God designed and 

desires us to function for the building up of the body of Christ to make manifest the work of the 
Spirit in our fellowship.

All believers are given specific abilities by the Holy Spirit to fill specific functions in the body 
of Christ (5-11)

Paul moves on to discuss some of the specific gifts of the Holy Spirit in the body of Christ. The 
list of gifts in these verses is not comprehensive. Most likely, these are the gifts that were focused on 
and in some ways being abused in the church in Corinth. What is clear from this list of gifts, however, 
is the fact that God’s gifts all come from God; that God’s gifts are given according to what He wants 
us to receive; that God’s gifts differ from person-to-person; and that God’s gifts are meant to work 
together for the good of all. God’s words in 1 Cor. 12:11 offer the emphasis for us to remember today, 
which is that “All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit….” In other words, we are gifted 
by the Holy Spirit to function together as one and the same. We are intended to manifest the body of 
Christ in His church by using our gifts for His glory and the good of His people in this world.
1. For those who took the spiritual gift discovery survey, take a minute to share what you discovered 

about the spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit has given to you? As each person shares, allow others 
in the group to affirm and/or to point out the spiritual gifts that they see in each person as well.

2. How are you using your gifts in the body of Christ today? Make a list of the things that you are 
doing? Are you involved in too much or too little? Are you doing things that you aren’t really gifted 
to do?

3. One of the ways that we get burned out in ministry is to try to do things that we’re not really gifted 
to do. Have you ever experienced this in your life? If so, share your experience with the group.

4. Read 1 Corinthians 12:11. Discuss what this verse is saying. What are the implications related to 
your gifts and to God’s expectation for you and all of His people in terms of working together and 
doing our part for the body of Christ and for the good of His people?


